
editor@gjredpill.org
editor@gjredpill.org

CA LL  TO  ACT ION
The Red Pill is looking for volunteers: graphic designers, 

writers, poets, cartoonists, artists, and photographers are 

needed. Get your work published now. Help distribute 

The Red Pill in your community, church, and school: 

contact us at editor@gjredpill.org. You can also do your 

part to keep us in print by donating time, paper, film, 

copies, and of course money (it doesn’t print itself).

The Red Pill is produced by Grand Junction Alternative 

Media, with the aim of publishing stories and ideas that 

the mainstream media won’t cover. It is distributed free, 

collects no advertising, and is completely staffed by 

volunteers. All materials are copyleft, no rights are reserved.
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BUSHIMPEACH

State of
      Disunion

DATE OF GJ’S 1st
Alternative Energy 

Public Transportation 
system:

5-22-1909

NUMBER OF 
national

annual trolley/street-
car/light rail passengers 

in 1921:
15,000,000,000

MILES PER HOUR
a Belgian built electric 
car traveled in 1899:

68

NUMBER OF ANTI-
war protests 
events that

the DOD spyed on  
11-10-04 and 05-07-05:

43

NUMBER OF 
pamphlets 

produced by The White 
Rose Society:

6

PERCENT OF
Standard Oil’s sales 
in 1922 that were 

Biodiesel:
24

NUMBER OF TIMES
Bush used ‘terrorist,’ 
‘terror,’ or ‘terrorism’ 

in his State of the 
Union Address:

13

NUMBER OF
constitutional
amendments

undermined by the 
Patriot Act:

5

NUMBER OF
NSA Listening
Stations in GJ:

1

NUMBER OF 
members of

The White Rose 
Society that were 

excecuted:
5 Iraqi people.” Western Colorado Congress spoke 

about the incoming wave of natural gas wells 
that threaten the Grand Valley watershed and its 
100,000 residents. A Voice of Reason highlighted 
a year of demonstrations, protests, vigils, and 
guerilla lobbying. 
 “We wanted people to walk away with the 
impression that there are many ways to get involved 
in the political process other than just voting.” 
said Eric Niederkruger, event organizer and local 
activist.  
 The event finished off with a 35 person, 1/2 
mile march from the courthouse, to the federal 
building, and down Main Street. We were a 
rambunctious group, holding signs proudly in the 
air and shouting, “Hey hey, ho ho, George Bush 
has got to go!” As we came along Main Street, 
the anthem changed to a shout of “Impeach Bush 
Now!” Along our march, passing cars would honk 
and give us the thumbs up, a few would scowl at 
us and give us the bird. It was a spirited event with 
many different groups gathered together under one 
cause: to bring the country back on course. •

Old Court House, Grand Junction, CO – It 
was a cold January morning when I arrived 
at the old county courthouse in downtown 

Grand Junction.  People slowly began to trickle 
in around the noon hour as various booths were 
being assembled. Among the 70 people gathered,  
were representatives from Mesa County Green 
Party, Koinonia Church, Western Colorado Aids 
Project, Western Equality, Global Heart Spiritual 
Center, Grand Valley Peace and Justice, Western 
Colorado Congress, Immigrant Integration, A 
Voice of Reason, and others. We had gathered as 
an alternative to the presidential state of the union 
address, with the intent to discuss local issues and 
touch upon issues that the politicians won’t. All 
three local news stations were there, and a reporter 
from the Free Press.   
 Speaking on behalf of the International 
Relations Club, was Mesa State’s Student Body 
President, Joel Dyar. “We are gathered here to 
defend our human dignity, our democracy, and our 
destiny. . . As we sit here [the Bush Administration] 
is torturing, murdering, and stealing from the 

au tomo t ive 
industrialists 
joined in the 
cause to strip 
America of 
a f f o r d a b l e , 
efficient, and 
clean public 
transportation.  
GM first used 
its leverage, 
as the largest 
freight customer 
with the large 
rail lines, to 
persuade them 
to drop their 
electric rail 
subsidiaries.  
Next, GM 
and others 
formed holding 
companies to buy up and motorize railways directly. Some 
of the front companies used include United Cities Transit, 
Greyhound, Rex Finance, National City Lines, and many 
others. In the 1950s, GM admitted in court that of more 
than 1000 electric railways canvassed by  its agents, they 
had motorized more than 900 of them. By 1930, most 
trolleys in America had been converted into stinky, noisy, 
unpopular buses. Junction was no different. On October 
31st, 1928,  Junction’s trolley system shut down.   
 We are not waiting for a technological breakthrough 
to make alternative energies viable, just a commitment to 
change.  Bush, in his State of the Union Address, boasted 
that, “we have spent nearly $10 billion dollars to develop...
alternative energy.”  That $10 billion for alternative energy 
pales in comparison to the amount of cash spent securing 
the oil fields of Iraq, which now stands at $240 billion.  
What are we, as a society, really committed to? Single 
occupancy vehicles, oil wars, coal-powered electricity, 
or viable alternatives, decentralized power grids, and 
respectable public transportation. You decide. •

turned her in.  Two days later, she, three cohorts, and 
a sympathetic professor were arrested and tried.  The 
next day, all were publically beheaded.  That such a 
small group failed to bring down the government is not 
surprising; that they dared to try is a testimony to the 
human spirit.
 The members of the White Rose Society were 
most interested in art, philosophy, spirituality, and 
beauty.  They rarely had discussed politics.  It was only 
when the reality of full-on fascism sunk in that they 
began to think of becoming activists.
 Our own government has us engaged in an illegal 
pre-emptive war based on lies and disinformation.  
The Pentagon, the F.B.I., and the N.S.A. are actively 
spying on non-violent peace groups.  We have been 
caught torturing prisoners in secretive dungeons.  We 
scapegoat an entire religion, Islam, for our mostly self-
induced woes.
 When you take an honest look at yourself in the 
mirror, do you see a white rose, or a “Good German?” 
•

For more information on the White Rose Society, go 
to: www.whiterosesociety.org/index/html

“WHITE ROSE” FROM THIRD PAGE

“ENERGY” FROM THIRD PAGE



Every Sunday • 6PM

Weekly Vegan Dinner.  We’ll cook the main dish.  Please 
bring a vegan side dish, dessert, or drink.  Dinner starts 
around 6:00PM. The Confluence Collective (1450 Elm).

Thursday, February 16, 2006 • 7:00-8:30PM

Concerned Citizens Alliance presents a public forum on 
Community Supported Agriculture, and Gas Drilling in 
our Watersheds? at GJ City Hall Auditorium 250 N. 5th 

St.  For more info: 256-7650.

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 • 7:00PM

MSC GJAM’s Documentaries for Change Film Series II 
will be screening “Still We Ride” and “ACLU Freedom 

Files: Dissent.” Featuring 2 guest speakers whose photos 
were used in both films at Saccomanno Lecture Hall.

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 • 7:00PM

MSC GJ Alternative Media’s Documentaries for Change 
Film Series II will be screening “Outfoxed: Rupert 

Murdoch’s War on Journalism.” 
at the Saccomanno Lecture Hall.

ARE YOU A DISRUPTER?At first, President Bush lied and denied 
that he had illegally ordered the NSA 
to spy on ordinary American citizens.  

Then, amazingly, two days later, he not only 
admitted that he had done so, but openly bragged 
that he would continue to do so.  A growing bi-
partisan group of congressmembers believes 
that his lawbreaking practices are impeachable 
offenses.  Hearings into this are scheduled for 
mid February.
 It’s important to understand that of equal 
or greater importance to American citizens, 
congress will soon be debating the renewal of the 
USA PATRIOT Act.  The Patriot Act, passed by 
a knee-jerk congress shortly after 9/11, is capable 
of constitutional abuses worse than Bush’s NSA 
spying scandal.
 With the Patriot Act, the F.B.I. no longer 
has to show probable cause to get permission 
to spy on us, it just has to say that you are “part 
of an investigation.”  It used to be that your 
conversations with your doctor, family counselor, 
lawyer, business advisors, or your teachers were 
protected by confidentiality laws;  no more.  The 
F.B.I. can demand records of conversations you 
have had with all of these people, including your 
librarian.  The F.B.I. is now even allowed to enter 
your home while you are away.  
 The Patriot Act even created a brand new 
type of criminal, the so-called “domestic terrorist.”  
This title, “domestic terrorist” is misleading.  In 
order to be called one, all you really have to do 
is “commit any act that attempts to influence or 
coerce the population or the government.”  This 
could be something as simple as participating in a 
strike or demonstration.
 Most dangerous of all, the Bush 
administration is not only pressuring congress to 
renew the Patriot Act, they want to give it even 
more power.  Bush recommends that a new type 
of criminal be invented, someone they call a 
“disrupter.”
 A ‘disrupter’ is someone characterized 
by “their unrest and insubordination.”  Legal 
experiments have already been conducted by the 
Bush clan.  People with so-called controversial t-
shirts or bumper stickers have been pre-emptively 
ejected from taxpayer funded presidential events.  
A blacklist, similar to the controversial “no-fly” 
list is already being assembled.
 Bush shocked even jaded civil libertarians 
when he began to set up “free-speech zones” 
outside his events, complete with fencing and 
barbed razor wire (Remember when the entire 
country was a free speech zone?).  Step outside 

THE WHITE ROSE 
SOCIETY

 M  ost people who have studied World War II 
are puzzled and disgusted with the German 
people.  How could seemingly ‘Good 

Germans’ grow to accept Fascism at home, and 
systematically dehumanize and destroy other peoples?  
Moreover, why didn’t anyone resist the injustice and 
insanity?  The truth is, there were some groups that 
formed and did resist.  The most famous group was 
the White Rose Society, which, sadly, most Americans 
have never heard of.
 The White Rose Society formed at the University 
of Munich, in  the fall of 1942.  While relatively 
informal, the members were strongly bound by their 
morals and ethics.  All had Jewish as friends and were 
disgusted and dismayed at Nationalist Germany’s 
treatment of them.  Not knowing what they could do 
to help, they settled on producing political pamphlets,   
widely distrubuting them throughout the campus and 
the nearby university districts.
 There were a total of six pamphlets made.  
Reading any one of their tracts is very instructive, 
but within the limited space we have here, let’s reflect 
simply on their titles.

 1)  “Do Not Forget that Every People   
  Deserves the Regime they are 
  Willing to Endure.”
 2) “An End in State Terror is Preferable 
  to State Terror without End.”
 3) “Our Present State is a Dictatorship
  of Repression.”
 4) “Every Word that Came Out of His  
  (Hitler’s) Mouth is a Lie.”
 5)  “The Imperialist Ideology of 
  Pre-Emptive Force Must 
  be Shattered.”
 6) “We Can Break the National 
  Repression Through the Power 
  of the Spirit.”

 While distributing the last pamphlet, member 
Sophie Scholl was seen by a school janitor, who 

the cage and yell “Impeach Bush Now,” and you 
would find yourself arrested under the proposed 
new laws.
 Shallow minds say that “you don’t need 
privacy laws if you’re not doing anything 
wrong.”  Do not these same simpletons close the 
bathroom door behind them, or shut their curtains 
at night?  As for those who defend arresting so 
called “domestic terrorists,” or “disruptors,” it’s 
a simple case of free speech.  Either you are FOR 
free speech or you are AGAINST free speech.
 It’s extremely important for us all to 
contact our representatives and senators in 
Washington and tell them that not only do you 
oppose strengthening and extending the USA 
Patriot Act, you want to see them work to repeal 
it.  While you’re at it, tell them that you support 
investigating what the President is doing with his 
spies at the NSA, and impeaching him if there is 
any sign of impropriety. •   

 In his State of the Union Address, Bush declared 
that “America is addicted to oil.” The President 
went on to say that an upcoming breakthrough in 

alternative energy technology was the only way to cure 
our addiction. Bush isn’t the only one to tout high-tech 
alternative energy technologies like: biodiesel, electric 
and hybrid cars, solar and wind energy, and alternative 
powered public transportation as the solution. But the 
reality is that none of these ‘technologies’ are new.  
Many have been around for over a hundred years.
 Biodiesel, is a diesel fuel made from plant/vegetable 
oils rather than crude oil.  It can run in any diesel engine 
with no modifications.  The idea that we can grow our 
fuel is not new.  The very first diesel engine ran on peanut 
oils. Diesel cars ran on biodiesel until the 1920s, when 
they started being adapted to a petroleum-based diesel. 
Biodiesel was used commonly as fuel, and a biodiesel 
industry survived until the 1940s.   
 In the early days of the automobile, there were 
many more choices then we have today.  Steam, electric, 
and gas power vehicles battled for dominance over the 
emerging automobile market.  Electric cars peaked in 
1899--1900 when more electric cars were sold than gas 
or steam powered cars.  From 1897 until 1908, the New 
York City cab fleet consisted entirely of electric vehicles.  
1916 saw the first production hybrid car by Wood’s 
automobiles. Can you imagine the world today if the 
electric car hadn’t been abandoned for gas powered cars. 
 Solar energy was first discovered in the 1840s, but 
was not viable producer of electricity until the 1950s. 
Wind energy has also been with us for quite a while. The 
first wind turbine was invented in Ohio in 1888.  Wind 
turbines were quite popular for producing electricity for 
industrial purposes.  The first wind farm began selling 
electricity to the grid in 1941. 
 Considering the sad state of public transportation 
in the Grand Valley, it’s almost shocking to learn that in 
1909, the Grand Junction & Grand River Valley Railway 
opened with two lines, “The Fruitbelt Route” and “The 
Interurban,” and later, added lines to Fruita.  In 1922, a 
ride cost a nickle.  Electric public transportation, mainly 
street trolleys, were the most popular way to get around.  
In 1921, 90 percent of trips were by rail, and only one out 
of ten families had a car. In its hayday, there were 1200+ 
electric street car systems in the United States, with 44,000 
miles of tracks. By the 1920s, almost every American 
town and city, of any size, had a street car system. 
 What happened to our nation’s public transportation 
system? In 1922, Alfred P. Sloan, a General Motors 
executive, created a special group within General Motors 
to shut down America’s electric rails and replace them with 
cars, trucks, and busses.  Firestone Tires and a number of 
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