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WARSTOP

State of
      Disunion

NUMBER OF 
TIMES

the British have 
invaded Iraq in the last 

100 years:
4

ESTIMATED      
NUMBER OF IRAQI 

CASUALTIES
 from the current war:

250,000

TAX DOLLARS 
WASTED

in the war against Iraq:
249,000,000,000

 
NUMBER OF US 

AND COALITION 
CASUALTIES 

in Iraq:
2525

NUMBER OF DAYS
since 9/11 that Bin 
Laden has evaded 

capture:
1622

NUMBER OF WMDS
found in Iraq:

0

NUMBER OF 
DOLLARS

Stevedoring Services 
of America made on 

a contract running the 
Iraqi port of Umm 

Qasr:
4,500,000

NUMBER OF 
‘YEA’ VOTES

an article calling for 
the impeachment of 
Bush received at the 

Newfane, VT townhall 
meeting:

121

NUMBER OF         
‘NAY’ VOTES

the article received:
29

PERCENT 
Halliburton stock has 

risen since the invasion 
of Iraq:

287

The media system bares a lot of guilt in 
leading this nation into war.  The following 
quotes show how facts got twisted by a 

media system eagar for war. The following quotes 
were compiled by Jim Naureckas. •

Associated Press
“The chief UN weapons inspector ordered his 
monitors to leave Baghdad today.”
 — December 16, 1998

“Information on Iraq’s programs has been spotty 
since Saddam expelled UN weapons inspectors 
in 1998.”
 — September 7, 2002

Los Angeles Times
“Immediately after submitting his report on 
Baghdad’s noncompliance, Butler ordered his 
inspectors to leave Iraq.”
 — December 17, 1998

“It is not known whether Iraq has rebuilt 
clandestine nuclear facilities since UN inspectors 
were forced out in 1998.”
 — September 10, 2002

National Public Radio
“The United Nations once again has ordered its 
weapons inspectors out of Iraq.”
 — December 16, 1998

“If [Saddam Hussein] has secret weapons, he’s 
had four years since he kicked out the inspectors 
to hide all of them.”
 — August 3, 2002

Newsday
“Butler abruptly pulled all of his inspectors out 
of Iraq.”
 — December 17, 1998

“[Saddam Hussein] kicked them out in 1998, and 
they dismantled whatever weapons they found.”

— August 14, 2002

USA Today
“Russian Ambassador Sergei Lavrov criticized 
Butler for evacuatiing inspectors from Iraq.”

— December 18, 1998

“Saddam expelled UN weapons inspectors in 
1998.”

— September 4, 2002
 

People often ask me, ‘If you are so against the war and 
couldn’t stand the army, why did you ever join in the first 
place?’ I have answered the same every time, that perhaps 

I was naïve, that I wanted a chance to see the world and earn college 
money. Or that I felt trapped in a dead-end town and needed a chance 
to escape, or that I was curious to live life as a soldier and gain military 
knowledge. These answers are never enough for some people, yet so 
many young Americans end up in the military the same exact way...
After much personal debate, I have learned that my resistance 
to war and empire was forged by the army itself. Since the very 
beginning of my four year military experience, I was simply a 
very different soldier.”— Saturday, January 14, 2006  www.
ftssoldier.blogspot.com
 With no money for college and working a 
mundane job at Home Depot, Jeff decided the army 
was  a quick ticket out.  Although he knew Bush 
II wasn’t so great, Jeff wasn’t very politically 
aware at the time.  A stint in the army made 
for inexpensive flying and money for college.  
Grand Junction was the perfect catalyst for 
recruitment by the military and he could see 
why kids decided to join in 2001.  From the 
beginning, Jeff’s dislike for authority and 
his problem with conformity got him into 
trouble. 
 “But it was the army that molded 
my contempt for authority and distrust of a 
feudalistic government that pulls the strings. 
Through my army involvement I met others 
like me who felt much of the same way. We were 
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Every Sunday • 6PM

Weekly Vegan Dinner.  We’ll cook the main dish.  Please 
bring a vegan side dish, dessert, or drink.  Dinner starts 
around 6:30PM. The Confluence Collective (1450 Elm).

THE NEOLIBERALIZATION OF IRAQ

Privatization is obviously something we have  
been giving a lot of thought to. . .Everybody 
knows we cannot wait until there is an elected 

government to start economic reform.”

Paul Bremer, former head of the Coalition 
Provisional Authority—July 8, 2003

 
 Three years ago the American people were sold a 
war with Iraq, using false, flawed and fixed intelligence.  
None of the hyped weapons of mass destruction have 
been found.  If WMD’s weren’t the reason for going to 
war, what was?
 Beside the obvious oil factor, I propose that 
privatization and economic neocolonialism were driving 
forces behind the invasion and occupation of Iraq.
 Paul Bremer, named Director of Reconstruction 
and Humanitarian Assistance following the invasion, 
replaced Jay Garner on May 6, 2003.  In his position 
as head of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), 
Bremer was able to restructure much of Iraq’s economy.  
He did so in 100 little known Orders.  Officially, 
sovereignty was transferred from the CPA to the Iraqi 
Government, but the interim constitution of Iraq, drafted 
by the US-appointed Iraqi Governing Council (IGC), 
makes it nearly impossible for the Iraqi government to 
overturn any of Bremer’s 100 Orders.  Many of these 
Orders ensure that America will maintain economic and 
political control over Iraq for the foreseeable future.
 Order #12 suspended all tariffs, customs, duties, 
import taxes, fees, and all other trade restrictions.
 Order #17 grants foreign contractors, including 
private security firms, full immunity from Iraq’s laws.
 Order #57 and #77 ensures US control of the Iraqi 
government by mandating that US appointed auditors 
and inspector generals be placed in every government 
ministry.
 Order #39 allows for: (1) privatization of Iraq’s 200 
state-owned industries; (2) 100% foreign ownership of 
Iraqi businesses; (3) “national treatment” which means 
that no preference for local business over foreign; (4) 
unrestricted, tax-free remittance of all profits and other 
funds; (5) 40-year ownership licenses.
 Order #40 switches the Iraqi banking sector from 
a state-run to a market-driven system, and allows foreign 
banks to own up to 50% Iraqi banks.
 Order #49 drops the tax rate for corporations from 
40% to %15.
 Order #81 prohibits Iraqi farmers from saving 
seeds, thus placing them under the thumb of major 
biotech companies like Monsanto.
 At the time of the invasion, Iraq was the most 
heavily socialized country in the world.  Every bank, 
factory, and major industry was owned by the state.  
Bremer’s orders have allowed American companies 
to make millions buying up Iraqi companies.  Foreign 
companies operating in Iraq have no obligation to hire 

Iraqis or to keep any of the profits in the country.  It is in 
essence systematic legalized theft.
 Bremer’s 100 Orders are also illegal.  In the US, 
any treaty that is ratified becomes the ‘supreme law of 
the land.’ The transformation of an occupied county’s 
laws violates the Hague regulations of 1907, which the 
US ratified.  Bremer’s Orders also run contrary to the US 
Army’s Law of Land Warfare.
 The illegal nature of this whole operation 
was confirmed when British attorney general, Lord 
Goldsmith, warned PM Tony Blair, in a leaked memo, 
that “major structural economic reforms would not be 
authorized by international law.” •

dissidents, but never un-American. On the contrary, 
we knew the difference between following orders and 
thinking for ourselves. Ultimately, there is no difference 
between love for one’s country and the willingness 
to oppose a government that institutes war, fear and 
oppression on any level. There are many soldiers and 
veterans who share the same feelings as me and others 
I met along the way. Some are even in the ranks of the 
military. Someday all the soldiers will come home and 
when they do, their stories and sentiments will follow. 
Only then will a better understanding of the truth be 
known.”—January 14, 2006
 Jeff was part of a six man calvary scout team and 
roommates with Garett Reppenhagen (see The Red 
Pill, Vol. 4, No. 3 February 2006).  Jeff  began reading 
a lot of books and became aware of US hegemony and 
foreign policies.  By the time he was sent to Iraq, Jeff felt 
the Iraq War was mainly about controlling Mid-Eastern 
oil.  One of the first things Jeff noticed when he went to 
Iraq were the asinine things they were required to do, 
such as escorting Halliburton’s private contractors.  He 
didn’t feel they were helping the local people, they were 
getting shot at and he was increasingly frustrating with, 
not only this war, but his participation in it.
 “Today’s public thinks that every American 

soldier fighting in Iraq supports the war and that 
his/her morale and trust in command is very high. 
However, in my experience, this was simply not true. 
I encountered dissent on many levels . . . Even soldiers 
who supported the army and loved their job hated being 
in a conflict they could not understand. Some soldiers 
did understand, and were resentful for it.”—Saturday, 
January 14, 2006           
 Starting the blog was definitely therapeutic to a 
degree and allowed Jeff to communicate what he was 
going through.  “It felt good to reflect on what was going 
on,” Jeff said. Jeff participated in the battle of Fallujah 
and was one of the first to attest to the use of the chemical 
weapon, White Phosphorous (modern-day napalm), in 
Fallujah.  The army wasn’t really sure how to deal with 
him at the time, moreover, there were ‘under the table’ 
repercussions, such as bad guard duties, or bad details.
 “When I joined the United States Army I swore an 
oath to “serve and protect the Constitution of the United 
States”, not an ignorant greedy little fuck like George 
Bush or any of his court jesters in the White House. 
And by writing and speaking against his policies and 
his war and his grossly high death tolls, I know in my 
heart that I am still, to this day, fighting to protect all the 
constitutional rights that his administration is robbing 
from us everyday.”—Wednesday, September 14, 2005
 When Jeff got back to the states, he got involved 
with the Iraq Veterans Against the War.  He continued 
working and speaking out against the war—this time 
openly.  “If we really want the war to end, we have to 
stand up and speak up,” Jeff said.  He feels that it is 
imperative for vets to stand up and encourage others.  
It is their responsibility to open the eyes and the ears of 
the public.  “The problem with the antiwar movement,” 
he said, “is that it lacks a strong enough veteran base.”  
Although, it is growing every day.  Jeff attended several 
protests when he got back, including one in Washington, 
D.C. in September 2004, where he marched with IVAW 
as well as the anti-authoritarian Black Bloc.
 “My involvement in the Iraq war is over and 
done, but my experience there is something that I will 
live with and work through for the rest of my life. I will 
carry the shame and degradation of probably every 
soldier who is forced to fight against his common man 
and against his will, but I shall not let these burdens 
drag me down. My goal from now on is to overcome 
the adversity of violence and decadence that is so 
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Every Wednesday • 6PM

Grand Junction Fair Trade Alliance meets at The 
Confluence Collective (1450 Elm), to work for community 

solutions to Free Trade, both internationally and locally.

GET INVOLVED!
The following  are the submission deadlines for 

upcoming Red Pill issues:  
April 10  420 Issue, April 24 May Day Issue, and

May 10 Regular Issue.

April 25-May 1, 2006
International TV Turn-off Week.

Tune out, and tune in to the world around you.

“NOBOA” FROM SIXTH PAGE

followers at his command. An estimated 1 million 
plus people look to him as inspiration in his corner of 
Baghdad, where he provides services which the U.S. 
military cannot, thanks to Bush’s refusal to listen to 
the many experts that serve in the U.S. military and 
foreign service positions. 
 Sergeant Noboa feels that he had a positive 
time serving in the military and serving his country 
in that capacity for six and a half years.  While he 
believes democracy is an ideal that should be spread 
throughout the world, he understands that democracy 
cannot be forced upon a people with an M-16. “A 
country must decide for itself that a democracy is 
what they want, not have it decided for them,” Noboa 
said.
 Sergeant Rafe Noboa, a writer, student, and 
political activist, is scheduled to speak on Saturday, 
March 25, 2006 at 2:00PM at Lincoln park.  “Speak 
Out for Peace” was organized in commemoration of 
the third anniversary of America’s war in Iraq.  The 
event is sponsored by A Voice of Reason and The 
Confluence Collective. • 

Bremer signing sovereignty over to the IGC.



With Bush, it’s ‘Res ipso loquitor’; the thing 
speaks for itself.”—Hunter S. Thompson
 George W. Bush has made a lot of hay 

calling himself “the War President.”  When it comes to 
his leadership style with the Iraq War, Bush is no F.D.R. 
or J.F.K., he’s more of a Johnson, or a Nixon.  Maybe 
even, as suspended Cherry Creek social studies teacher, 
Jay Bennish stated, it is not a bad intellectual exercise to 
compare Bush to the early years of Hitler.  After all, this 
wisdom comes from a politically persecuted educator.
 For starters, Bush has a strong family history of 
Nazi collaboration.  His grandfather, Prescott Bush’s 
Union Bank was financing the Third Reich until its assets 
got seized in 1942 for “trading with the enemy.”  All you 
doubting Thomas, savvy web-surfers can verify this by 
looking up Alien Property Custodian, Leo T. Crowly, 
“vesting order number 248.”
 It is further folly to compare Bush to Hitler, because 
of the way they look on paper.  Unlike Bush, Hitler 
actually did combat duty for his country, got elected with 
no controversy or allegations of voting fraud, and Hitler 
allowed the Red Cross into his secret prisoner of war 
camps.
 Bush got caught using the NSA to spy on his 
political enemies and others, at first lying and denying 
this, then admitting it a few days later.  Furthermore, 
he began bragging about it, ultimately boasting that he 
was going to continue to do so as often and as long as he 
pleased.  This could mean YOU!
 Can we compare our war congress to the 
Reichstag?  Well, our congress refuses to even launch 
an investigation into this obvious constitutional breach; it 
settled for a sub-committee of only seven members who 
will be briefed sporadically about the spying program, 
but are under gag-orders.  Now they seek to legalize 
Bush’s eavesdropping.  If what Bush did is legalized, 
then we will have truly legalized a police state against  
ourselves.
 Bush, the war president, all ready passed the USA 
PATRIOT Act.  To refresh your memory, the PATRIOT 
Act allows the F.B.I. to sneak into your house and peek 
around, all without a warrant.  Also included in the rape of 
your privacy is, mail, e-mail, your medical records, your 
business records, your therapy and counseling records, 
your school records, your credit card records, and records 
of your checkouts at the library and video store.  If you 
are so naive as to not realize that all of this is being used 
to collect dossiers on potential political enemies of the 
state, you’re probably naive enough to believe that the 
electronic voting machines we use—that are owned by 
high-ranking Republicans—are fair and accurate.  Our 
war president has spotted the enemy, and it is us.
 Our war president has ordered targeted 
assassinations, mass arrests of immigrants (remember 
the Jews in 1939?), abductions, torture and renditions, 
illegal prisons in Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib, and even 

Noboa saw first hand the bungling and ineptitude of 
the Bush administration’s handling of Iraq. The 
administration’s concept of ‘winning the hearts and 
minds’ of the Iraqi people, seemed absurd to Noboa, 
who dealt with a people who had lost the majority 
of their infrastructure, government, and security 
overnight. He saw that the price of the war is far too 
costly of a thing for both the U.S. and Iraq. In a country 
divided by tribal, religious, and other affiliations, 
a war for the installment of a democracy when the 
basic necessities of life are lacking seemed odd. 
Who has the time to worry about party affiliations 
and soap boxes when one’s entire life was shattered 
after a decade of sanctions and then a war? On the 
U.S. side, we have a skyrocketing national debt along 
with hundreds of thousands of veterans who are often 
brushed underneath the rug and out of sight once they 
return. We are still paying the price for WW II, and 
now with government cuts to veterans care to pay for 

the occupation of Iraq, who will take care of those 
men and women who were forced to wage a war that 
makes little sense to anybody, except to the Bush 
Administration? 
 Noboa saw the Army crippled in its rebuilding 
roles thanks to the lack of troops, and the lack of 
security that more troops could’ve have provided. “In 
war, people are often attracted to the most extreme 
leaders, hoping for someone to protect their lives 
and livelihood.” Noboa said, to help explain the 
massive amounts of sectarian violence which has 
been erupting in Iraq lately. This can also explain the 
rise of a powerful personality such as Muqtada al-
Sadr, a religious leader who has thousands of Shi’ite 

Since the creation of this country, dissent 
has always been a past time of patriots and 
concerned citizens. Dissent helped to create 

this country and it was a tool for change during the 
civil rights  movement.  Again, the flag of protest 
has been raised by a patriot with a family record 
of military service stretching back to the Spanish-
American war.
 Rafe Noboa, a six and a half year veteran of the 
Army and a man who served in the Iraq War for a 
year and a handful of months, is scheduled to speak 
at Lincoln Park on March 25, 2006 at 2:00 PM. The 
event, in commemoration of the third anniversary of 
the Iraq war, is intended to show the error of the U.S. 
invasion and the error of those who took the U.S. to 
war.
 During his time in Iraq, former Sergeant Noboa 
saw first hand the horrible effects that war can have 
on civilians and soldiers alike. His response was one 

of disbelief as the country and the President rushed 
into a war without the slightest respect paid towards 
diplomacy and humanitarian responsibility. “War 
should always be the last resort of the diplomatic 
process, not the first.” Sergeant Noboa said, a point 
he reiterated many times during the course of our 
interview. He was especially shocked at the lack of 
citizens and congressmen not voicing their outrage 
against such a costly and erroneous war. “People are 
scared to voice their worries about this war,” he said,  
“thanks to the prevalent belief in this country that 
protest is unpatriotic, when in reality it is one of the 
most patriotic things that people can do.”
 As a forward observer for his artillery unit at 
night, and a civil affairs representative during the day, 

RAFE NOBOA SPEAKS OUT BUSH, OUR WAR 
PRESIDENT

“BATTLEFIELD” FROM SECOND PAGE
prevalent in our society. The weapons I choose to fight 
this battle are communication, peaceful resolution, and 
complete understanding. The war is now on all fronts, 
and for me the real war is ending the one in Iraq. I feel 
I owe it to the victims of this horrible conflict, both the 
freedom fighters and innocent families on both sides of 
the spectrum. I simply cannot sit down and allow greed 
mongers and war hawks to run our countries and 
govern our lives any longer. I have decided to do my 
share, collectively with others, to bring this tyrannical 
administration to its knees through words and acts of 
civil disobedience. If we allow the bastards to take a 
little more, soon enough they will have it all. The time 
has come to stop the madness.”—Monday, August 22, 
2005
 Jeff currently resides in Colorado Springs working 
closely with an anarchist collective community in its 
beginning stages.  The community features a bike shop, 
a growing critical mass, direct action, a community 
garden-utilizing gray water, an info shop, vegan dinners, 
and of course, kick ball.
 “So I suppose things are looking brighter 
everyday, although the proof may not be so obvious 
at the moment. I get the feeling that with every passing 
moment the great Pendulum of Fate is starting to swing 
back to the left. More and more people are becoming 
aware that we are being conned and fooled into 
believing the deranged lies of crooks and criminals 
in Washington, DC. There seems to be less support in 
taking the lives of innocent Iraqis and having the blood 
of brave American soldiers calculated into the prices 
at the gas pumps. I still firmly believe that progressive 
change cannot happen until we hit rock bottom, and 
although it potentially can get much worse, I can’t see 
all the good people in the world allowing it to happen. 
 As incredibly bad as the army can be at times, it 
did teach me some very valuable lessons. One is that 
just because someone with authority is “in charge”, that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that person is Right, or even a 
Good person. Not every order handed down is based 
off of good moral pretexts, and many times the outcome 
of immoral orders makes the situation as a whole much 
worse. Eventually common sense, self respect, and real 
honor for first-rate decency must prevail. Whether 
you are subjected to the draconian structure of the 
military or that of our pernicious government, honest 
dissidence should always remain constant. In the words 
of the wise Timothy Leary, “Think for yourself; question 
authority.”—Monday, August 22, 2005 • “WAR PRESIDENT” ON NEXT PAGE“NOBOA” ON NEXT PAGE

Friday, March 24, 2006 • 6:00PM

FLF sponsored Pillow Fight
BYOP!

Corners of Fifth & Main Street

Tuesday, March 21, 2006 • 7PM

MSC Grand Junction Alternative Media’s Documentaries 
for Change Film Series will be screening

“Battle Ground: 21 Days on the Empire’s Edge”
at the Saccomanno Lecture Hall.

Tuesday, April 18th, 2006 • 7PM

MSC GJAM’s Documentaries for a Change Film Series 
II will be screening “A Night of Short 

Documentaries and Film” 
at the Saccomonno Lecture Hall.

Pick up the Red Pill at the following locations:
Heart of the Dragon, Planet 9, The Body Shop, Third 

World Imports, and Planet Earth and 4 Directions 
Gallery. Also, check it out online at

http://colorado.indymedia.org



“WAR PRESIDENT” FROM THIRD PAGE HISTORY OF MODERN IRAQDuring World War I, the British invaded and 
conquered Baghdad in 1917, then a part of the 
Ottoman Empire. Post World War I saw the State 

of Iraq carved out of the former Ottoman Empire. Iraq, 
under British control and mandate, was complete with 
a puppet monarchy comprised of the Sunni minority 
known as the Hashimites. From 1920 to 1922, there were 
many revolts against the puppet monarchy that were 
responded to with British gas and air attacks upon the 
Iraqi people. In 1927, huge oil reserves were discovered 
and exploited by Iraqi Petroleum Company, a British 
enterprise. 

 In 1932, the British mandate ended, and King 
Ghazi claimed Iraq sovereignty over Kuwait. 1945, 
saw an unsuccessful Kurdish rebellion. From 1948 to 
1949, Iraq and other Arab nations were engaged in a 
war on the newly established state of Israel. The result 
of the war was a devastated Iraqi economy. In 1956, Iraq 
joined the Baghdad Pact with Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, the 
United States, and the United Kingdom. The Hashmite 
monarchy of Iraq was overthrown on July 14th, 1958, 
and the king was publicly executed. In 1961, Iraq 
contested the declaration of Independence of Kuwait, 
claiming it was part of their territory. The US enlisted 
Saddam Hussein on the CIA payroll, in 1959, as part of 
an covert operation to assassinate the then Iraqi Prime 
Minister, General Abd al-Karim Qasim (Robert Perry, 
Missing US-Iraq History, “In These Times,” December 
2003). The assassination of Qasim was unsuccessful, 
and in 1963, John F. Kennedy approved a government 
plan to overthrow Qasim’s government. At the time, 
Qasim was working toward socializing Iraq’s oil industry 
(Kurt Nimmo, Taking Out the Trash, 2003). In 1968, the 
secular Ba’ath Party overthrew and executed Qasim and 
took power of Iraq. During this time Hussein was the 
secretary-general of the secular Ba’ath Party. 

some secret torture facilities in Eastern Europe.  All of 
these things taken together do not point to a thriving, 
benevolent bastion of democracy and freedom.
 Before we move on, let’s remember the mysterious 
“no fly” list and the recruitment of civilian postal workers, 
truckers, and utility workers to spy on U.S. citizens, the 
blacklisting of protestors, and the caged-in ‘free speech 
zones’ the war president sets up outside his highly staged 
managed public appearances in front of hand-picked 
audiences.
 Our press is bought and paid for, literally.  At 
least two T.V. pundits, three radio hosts, and seven 
newspaper and magazine reporters have admitted taking 
administration money to report favorably on the war 
president’s plans and proposals.  Can you tell when a 
reporter is telling you the truth, and when they are merely 
spreading disinformation for money?
 Fascism is more correctly called corporatism, 
when corporations call the shots, who do you think has 
more power to influence the government, you, or Exxon 
and Halliburton?  Our war president is a corporate shill, 
selling our future off to the highest bidders.  Is the end 
of one man, one vote, for outright corporate rule far 
behind?
 Our war president has failed miserably if he has 
been attempting to lead us back to our glory.  He has not 
missed an opportunity to foment fear in our society, and to 
capitalize on it.  In this element of the war, the ‘terrorists’ 
have won. Americans, by and large, have proven more 
than willing to consent to fascist ways, to change our 
formerly free way of life.
 Jay Bennish got into trouble for merely suggesting 
that there are connections between the way Hitler started 
and the way Bush has managed the wars in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and elsewhere.  The Nazis didn’t take over Germany 
overnight simply because of their illegal war of aggression 
on Poland, and the Bush corporate fascists haven’t 
completely taken over the U.S. simply because of our 
illegal war of aggression against Iraq (what WMDs?).
 But the point is well taken.  Jay Bennish, a 
representative of concerned educators throughout  the 
country, has done the prudent an responsible thing by 
pointing out that ‘the emperor is naked,’ so to speak.  Do 
we support Bennish and his attempt to teach our young 
citizens to think critically, or do we go back to sleep 
and allow him to be trampled underfoot by an idiot boy 
king war president and his minions?  Our children and 
grandchildren will be watching. •

 In 1979, Hussein was able to rise to power upon 
the back of the CIA who aided him in securing military 
support. In the 1980’s, relations between Iran and Iraq 
were heated by border disputes. In August 1980, Hussein 
met with President Carter in Saudi Arabia. In the meeting, 
Carter and the Saudi government encouraged Hussein 
to “bring the fight to Iran’s fundamentalist regime,” 
giving Iraq “the green light” to initiate war with Iran. 
In September of 1980, Iraq invaded Iran. In 1982, Iran 
was pulling ahead in the conflict. This is when President 
Reagan, and his administration, begun suppling Hussein 
under-the-table. The weapons  and technology that were 
transferred to Iraq from the US had dual uses; meaning 
that they could be used to produce and deliver chemical 
weapons. Not only did we supply weapons, and a means 
for creating chemical weapons, but we offered military 
support with satellite surveillance (Perry). In September 
2002, Newsweek reported that during this time the 
Reagan administration had also sold Hussein computer 
databases to track down political and trade channels 
to acquire the materiel for making Anthrax (Perry). In 
1992, Murray Waas and Craig Unger wrote for the New 
Yorker about Bush Sr., then Vice President, encouraging 
Hussein to increase aggression against Iran in the 80’s. 
 By the end of the Iraq-Iran war in 1988, Iraq’s 
economy was in shambles once again. At this time the 
Iraqi mentality still thought of Kuwait as a part of Iraq. 
Hussein, agitated by Kuwait’s refusal to grant a 10 
billion dollar loan to Iraq,  contacted the United States, 
who told him the US had no interest in Kuwait. Hussein 
interpreted this to be an ‘okay’ to invading Kuwait. What 
followed was the first Gulf War in 1991. 
 When Bush Jr. was elected in 2001, one of his first 
acts was to block the release of sensitive documentation 
from the Reagan-Bush era. After 9/11, Bush Jr. allowed 
former presidents, vice-presidents, and their families 
to block the release of similar documentation. (Perry). 
In March 2003, based upon faulty intelligence that 
Hussein had weapons of mass destruction, and links to 
Al-Qiada, the United States invaded Iraq. On May 1st, 
2003, Bush Jr. boldly declared, “Mission Accomplished” 
on international television. Three years later we are still 
occupying Iraq, and a war with Iran seems to be coming 
like a train wreck. Are the pieces of the puzzle fitting 
together yet? •

Saturday, March 25, 2006 • 2:00PM

“Speak Out for Peace” March & Rally in commemora-
tion of the 3rd anniversary of the Iraq War, featuring Rafe 

Noboa and Eman Ahmed Khamas at
Lincoln Park, Grand Junction.

Saturday, March 25, 2006 • 4:00PM

Eman Ahmed Khamas, a journalist, translator, human 
rights activist from Baghdad will be giving a multimedia 

presentation about daily life in Iraq at
MSC Recital Hall in Moss Performing Arts Center.

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 • 7PM

MSC GJAM’s Documentaries for a Change Film Series 
II will be screening “The Agronomist” at

Saccomonno Lecture Hall.

Friday, April 7, 2006 • 7PM

Immaculate Heart of Mary’s Social Justice Film Series will 
be screening “To Kill  a Mockingbird” at the

 Immaculate Heart of Mary Youth Center.  
790 26-1/2 Road.

Abu Ghraib prisoner interrogated to death.

British Troops in Iraq, 1917.

Rumsfeld and Hussein, 1983


